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What does MURA mean?
MURA is an acronym for the Mississippi University Research Authority.  

What is the purpose of MURA?

MURA was established in 1992 (Mississippi Code of 1972, Section 37-147-3 through 15) to facilitate university personnel forming companies to commercialize technology arising from their university research.  Until MURA, there were legal prohibitions on university employees benefiting financially from their university research.  Basically, the MURA Act acknowledges and addresses these prohibitions, under oversight, in order to facilitate economic development in the state.  
Who provides the oversight?

The authority is composed of:

· five members appointed by the Board from among the chief research officers of the eight institutions of higher learning; 

· the Vice-President of the Board during the term of his/her office; 

· the Director of the Department of Economic and Community Development (now Mississippi Development Authority), or designee; 

· the President of the Mississippi Resource Development Corporation, a non-profit corporation organized and operating under the laws of the State of Mississippi; 

· the Commissioner of Higher Education as an ex-officio, non-voting member. 

What is a MURA Company?

MURA is a designation given to a company that has received approval from the authority.  A MURA company must satisfy two requirements:   at least one owner of the company must be employed by a state institution of higher education, and the company must be entering into a contract with the university to obtain rights to intellectual property, either patents, copyrights, know-how or other resources that reside within the university.  

When do I need to become a MURA Company?

If you plan to remain a university employee, but want to start a private company and utilize intellectual property developed at the university and university resources, then you need to initiate the MURA application process.

How do I become a MURA Company?

The process for becoming a MURA company is straightforward.  Your company must submit a request letter(sample attached) to the president of the institution requesting MURA status.  The president will then make a recommendation to the authority.  The authority meets on a regular basis to review the applications from all state universities.  The members of the authority will ensure the company meets the guidelines outlined in the Mississippi Code. 

What are the ongoing obligations of a MURA Company?

Annual updates to the authority on the status of the company are the only ongoing requirement for maintaining MURA status.

When does MURA status end?

MURA status is no longer necessary if a company dissolves or if all the owners are no longer employed by a state university.  A letter is sent to the president indicating the change in circumstances. 
Who can answer questions related to MURA and the application process?

The Vice President for Research and Economic Development manages the MURA process at the University of Southern Mississippi.  Noetic Technologies, Inc. has been retained to assist the vice president.  For more information contact Kelli Booth at 601.818.0612.
How does Noetic assist with the MURA process?

If you are contemplating starting a MURA company, Noetic can discuss the intellectual property that resides in the university and the options for commercializing the technology.  Should the University elect to follow your companies suggested path to market, Noetic can guide you through the process of forming your corporation or LLC, assist in the preparation of the MURA application and negotiate the license of the technology on behalf of the university.  
APPENDIX

MURA FORM 1

APPLICATION

Date

Name (President for Chancellor)

University

Address

Dear President ________________________

Application is hereby made for permission to establish and maintain a material financial interest in a private entity which has, or will, provide or receive equipment, material, supplies or services in connection with the University.  The financial interest and the activities that I or the private entity will engage in are in connection with the university in order to facilitate the transfer of technology developed by me from the university to commercial or industrial enterprises for economic development.

(A) The private entity and my interest in it are described as follows:

(Provide particulars regarding the private entity to include name; type of entity [corporation, partnership, sole proprietor, etc.]; major participants or investors; when and where established; prior business activities, if any; percent of ownership to be vested in applicant; contract provisions benefitting applicant; particulars pertaining to the use of applicant’s intellectual property rights [as described in the act]; contractual connection of private entity to university.






(B)
The nature of the undertaking or enterprise is described as follows:



(State what technological innovations [as described in the Act] are to be involved; Describe the use of the intellectual property of the university or applicant.)





(C)
Benefits to the economy of the State are described as follows:



(Describe the job creation potential, the addition to the gross state product, spin-off industries or services to be effected and any other benefits to the State’s economy.)


(D)
My activities with the private entity are described as follows:



(State the number of hours which will be dedicated to this activity on a weekly or monthly basis, describe how potential conflicts with your university work-load will be avoided or minimized; describe any impact such activities will have upon other university research application for other research projects, public service or instructional activities at the university.)


(E)
State whether there are any known state statutes, rules, regulations, or policies which would be contravened by the interest or activities sought in this application.  Also, state whether there are any federal rules, regulations, statutes or policies which would be contravened.

2.
I hereby certify that to my knowledge my interest in, or benefit from, the private entity, or the activities it or I will be engaged in, will not adversely affect any substantial state interest.

Please approve the application and forward it with your findings to the Mississippi University Research Authority, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211.

Sincerely yours,


Signature

RULES AND REGULATIONS

The following rules and regulations are promulgated to establish the procedures to be used in applications pursuant to Section 6 of the Mississippi University Research Authority Act enacted in Senate Bill 2330 of the Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature of 1992.

1. As provide in this Act, an officer or employee of the University may make application for permission from the Authority to establish and maintain certain financial interests in a private entity which, before the enactment of the Mississippi University Research Act, would have been barred by the Mississippi Ethics in Government Statutes, Title 4 Chapter 25, of the Mississippi Code of 1972.  Such permission is, however, denied to any chief executive officer, any chief financial officer, any chief research officer and any member of the University Research Authority by the terms of the statute.  The purpose of the relationship sought shall be “in order to facilitate the transfer of technology developed by the officer or employee of the university from the university to commercial and industrial enterprises for economic development.”  The process is initiated by the officer of employee filing a written application with the chief executive officer of the university which substantially follows the format set out in the MURA Form 1, appended to theses rules and regulations.

2. The chief executive officer to who applications are directed is required to make positive finding upon which his approval is conditioned.  If the chief executive officer determines that the application filed should be approved, the officer shall make findings in writing to be attached to the application, which findings shall substantially follow provisions of MURA Form 2, appended to these rules and regulations.  The chief executive officer may require such additional information or supplemental proof in support of the application as is deemed necessary and required in order to make the determinations required.  When such additional or supplemental materials are relied on, they must be also forwarded to the Authority along with the application.  If the chief executive officer determines that the application should not be approved, such findings and the reason therefore shall be communicated to the applicant.  The applicant may refile a revised application at any time.

3. Upon receipt of an application from an eligible officer or employee of a university which is accompanied with the approval and recommendation of the chief executive officer of the university, the authority will refer the application to a standing committee for consideration and report.  Any committee member who may be reporting on an application from their institution would be replaced with a substitute member for that deliberation.  The executive director, acting for the Authority, may request from the applicant such additional information and material as may be necessary to make the determinations required of the Authority by statute.  The application, approval of the chief executive officer of the university, all attachments and supporting information and materials shall be preserved by the Authority as a part of its permanent official records.  The finding and approval of the Authority shall be made in the form of a resolution adopted by the Authority upon its minutes.  Copies of the resolution shall be provided to the applicant and the chief executive officer of the university.  The form of the resolution shall substantially follow the format of the MURA Form 3, appended to these rules and regulations.  Special provisions or requirements may be added to the resolution s the Authority may require.

